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My main theoretical and research interests focus on the study of raced, 

classed, and gendered criminalities, while examining victims of abuse of 
power  .My writings lie within the disciplines of criminology, law and society, 
feminist critical theory, and psycho-social intervention, and are based on a 
bottom-up analysis of structural oppression. My work assesses militarism, 
securitization, racism, settler colonialism, and gender discrimination in 
understanding the effects of Otherization and collective trauma. Given the 
significant dangers that totalizing theories pose to social workers, 
criminologists, and socio-legal scholars, my theoretical approach, which 
analyzes the effect and workings of racism, colonialism and settler colonialism, 
patriarchal oppression, and violence, stresses the importance of advancing 
liberatory interventions as well as civic and social engagement.   
 

My research has demonstrated that victimization of women and children, 
and social reactions to it, are better understood if analyzed within contextually 
critical and politically-sensitive contexts (e.g., Doctoral Dissertation, 1994; 
International Review of Victimology, 1999; Child Abuse and Neglect, 1999; 
Borderlands, 2014; British Journal of Criminology, 2015; Settler Colonial 
Studies, 2015). Pursuant to this line of research, I have studied the efficacy of  
existing Israeli law against family violence and social reaction (formal and 
informal social control agents) to victimization of women in Israel and the 
occupied Palestinian Territories (Women’s Studies International Forum, 1999; 
Law and Policy, 1999; Plilim, 1998; Arab Studies Quarterly, 1997). More 
recently, I further examined and am still conducting research regarding 
women’s access to justice in Israel, the West Bank, and Jerusalem (UN-Women 
report entitled “Access Denied,” 2013). In drawing on critical race theory as 
well as colonial, settler colonial, and post-colonial theoreticians, I have 
challenged the common assumptions underlying criminological and 
victimological theories related to the abuse of women and children (including 
the girl-child), asserting that feminist theories should be built on the voices of 
women and children whose voices have been muted for years. Consequently, 
my research has not only studied the crime of Femicide, but also challenged 
the existing definition of Femicide, and elaborated on the grave abuses, which 
arise from such a restricted economy of language and definition (UNIFEM, 
2000; SIGNS, 2003). Moreover, I have used critical feminist theorization in my 
research on militarization in Israel and the invisibility of abuses inflicted upon 
women in conflict zones. I believe that militarized policies tend to construct 
masculinized social institutions that are characterized by gender blindness 
that in turn preserve patriarchal institutions of both conflicting parties in war 
zones and settler colonial contexts (WSIF, 2003; Social Service Review, 2005; 
Social Identities, 2004; Violence Against Women, 2006; Social Difference, 
2011; Middle East Law and Governance, 2012; Violence Against Women, 
2013). This line of research was discussed extensively in my book, 



“Militarization, and Violence Against Women in the Middle East: The 
Palestinian Case Study,” published by Cambridge University Press in 2010.  An 
additional and most recent line of study focuses on the effects of computer 
technology and internet crimes perpetrated against vulnerable groups. 
Looking at cyber spaces as spaces of resistance, victimization, oppression, and 
control resulted in a new line of publications, and a new research agenda 
(International Review of Victimology, 2010; Social Service Review, 2011; 
British Journal of Criminology, 2011). 
 

Over the past 10 years, I have also endeavored to study the effects of 
securitization, military occupation, and settler colonialism. This intense area of 
interest was reflected in my recent book, published by Cambridge University 
Press, entitled: “Security Theology, Surveillance and the Politics of Fear” (May 
2015).  In the last three chapters of the book, I examine the ways in which the 
colonized is trapped in a maze of technologies of violence. These technologies 
enable intensified securitization, surveillance, and criminalities affected by 
bio-political and geo-political regimes of surveillance and control. I have also 
pursued this line of analysis in recent publications in local and international 
professional journals in both Arabic (Bahithat, 2012; Journal of Palestine 
Studies, 2011) and English (International Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic 
Studies, in press; British Journal of Criminology, 2013). Pursuant to this line of 
research, and building on my earlier interventions, I am currently embarking 
on a new book project examining childhood in settler colonial contexts. To 
better understand this topic prior to publication, I investigated the stolen 
childhood of children living and surviving criminalities, surveillance, and fear 
in a number of recent publications (British Journal of Criminology, 2015; 
International Journal of Applied Psychoanalytic Studies, in press; Settler 
Colonial Studies, 2015; Borderlands, 2014). 

 
Finally, throughout my career, in addition to producing a wide-ranging 

field of scholarship, I have striven not only to create research-based policy 
interventions, but have also directed major programs, including being the 
director of a gender studies program, the co-director of a project entitled the 
fusion between religious claims and nationalism and that looked at case-
studies from South Africa, India, Sri Lanka, Israel/Palestine, Ireland, Former 
Yugoslavia, and a co-director of a recent project on religion and the framing 
gender based violence with Columbia University- NYC.  I myself as a professor 
and mentor  supported and trained the next generation of young scholars and 
leaders in many academic and community settings in the theories, methods 
and knowledge production.  

      
My previous, current, and planned research activities can be summarized 

under the following major categories:   
 
A.  Critical Race Theorization: Women, Law, and Human Rights Discourse 
 



Critical race theory and conceptualization allows me to focus on 
discrimination and racism in my analysis of laws and regulations.  I have 
previously researched the applicability of the Israeli Law Against Family Violence 
to Palestinians living in Israel (Israel Social Science Research, 1997; Law and 
Policy, 1999; International Review of Victimology).  More recently, I was funded 
by UNIFEM with the support of the  Women’s Center for legal Aid and Counseling: 
Palestine (WCLAC) to study this phenomenon in Jordan and Palestine, 
particularly how Jordanian and Palestinian law deal with what are termed “honor 
crimes.” The main aim of this research is to understand the existing cognitive 
perception (mentality) of professionals within the criminal justice system, 
especially the manner in which it is reflected in court decisions and 
documentation and the way it is tied to race, class, and gender issues. As my 
research is connected to policy intervention, I have also worked to train judges 
and am currently training prosecutors on issues related to victim’s rights and 
gender-sensitive legal analysis. For example, I conducted a workshop entitled 
“Fair Trial: The Child’s Voice in the Legal System“ (funded by the Center for 
Islamic and Middle Eastern Law, University of London, and INTERIGHTS) in 
Amman, Jordan for both Jordanian and Palestinian judges. I am also part of an 
international group of legal scholars who study law and politics in the Middle 
East. The group is led by scholars from Yale University, and headed by the Dean 
of Yale Law School.   Moreover, I recently received recognition by Harvard 
University School of Law as a 2015 “Women Inspiring Change” Honoree for my 
longtime work in the fields of women’s rights and law.   

 
An additional and more recent line of research in socio-legal studies focused 

on an epistemological examination of the law and human rights discourses when 
applied to women in/and Israel. This research was reflected in two book chapters 
extensively examining the Citizenship Law and the Nakba Law published in my 
recent book, “Security Theology, Surveillance and the Politics of Fear” (2015), and 
in two articles in academic journals (Journal of State Crime, 2015; Review of 
Women’s Studies, 2012). In addition, I studied the applicability of the legal 
concept of “infiltrators” and its gendered ramification on human suffering 
(Borderlands, in press; Feminist Studies, in press).  Examining the “humanity” of 
laws and the human rights framework also allowed me to engage with the work 
of various feminists and scholar/activists, looking closely at the conditions of 
Bedouins in the Nagab area, mainly women and children (MELG, 2012; Feminist 
Economics, 2014, in press).  
 
B.  Childhood, Political Recognitions, Crime and Settler Colonialism 
  
 I am a leading scholarly voice on the issue of mistreatment of children in 
settler colonial contexts. While children’s experiences are often apoliticized in 
dominant scholarship on the subject, I strive to infuse analytical works with 
primary source evidence from children themselves, acknowledging the immense 
political power of children in conflict zones. My work in this field is 
internationally recognized; for example, in April 2015, I was the keynote speaker 



at a conference at Columbia University to share my theorization and 
problematization of childhood in settler colonial contexts. 
 

Scholarly engagement in the everydayness of injustice in places challenged 
with a logic and politics of unrecognizability reveals severe human suffering, 
mainly to already Otherized groups. Formulating membership and citizenship as 
children, against a history of loss and a contemporary conditions of 
dispossession, results in trapped bodies and lives (YWCA, 2010, 2012; Jerusalem 
Quarterly, 2012;UN-Women, 2014; Biography, 2015). The ways in which these 
losses and dispossessions construct childhood and impact children is another 
focus of my scholarship. 
 

My most recent research has revolved around examining the perceptions of 
children’s painful abusive situations, and the structural violence inscribed on 
children’s, and especially young girls’, bodies and lives. In addition to previous 
publications that looked closely at women, the girl-child, and social control 
(Children’s Rights in Traditional Societies, 1998; Child Abuse and Neglect, 1999; 
Violence Against Women, 2006; 2013), my current studies examine girls’ access 
to justice (UN-Woman, 2013; Review of Women’s Studies, 2012; Bahithat, 2012).   
 

Studying childhood, the victimization of children, and crimes against them 
inspired me to construct a research group at the Hebrew University that included 
students from the school of social work and social welfare, the law school, and the 
Institute of Criminology. Five of these students are researching child arrest from 
various academic perspectives, including psycho-social, familial, legal, socio-legal, 
and criminological. Even prior to founding such a group of young researchers, I 
participated in various local and international conferences and seminars, and 
published in academic and non-academic outlets (Mondoweiss, 2014; 
Borderlands, 2014; Settler Colonial Studies, 2013, 2015; International Journal of 
Applied Psychoanalytic Studies, in press). I am currently working on a new book 
that studies the politics of suffering, recognition, and childhood in settler colonial 
contexts. 
 
C.  Liberation Psychology and Anti-Oppressive Social Work 
 

I carried out one of the first studies that examined how fear of crime affects 
the elderly (Crime Prevention Studies, 1995).  This study examined traumatized 
elderly Armenian citizens living in the Old City of Jerusalem (Masters Thesis, 
1990). The study was followed by my initiative to establish various social 
services to aid traumatized women and children during the Intifada and which 
culminated in the publication of three co-authored pieces (Journal of Traumatic 
Stress 1995; Depression and Anxiety, 1998; Clinical Psychology Review, 1999) 
and one single-authored book article on the double victimization of female 
children (Children’s Rights and Traditional Values, 1998). After I established the 
first hotline service in the Middle East to aid distressed Arab females, I became 
interested in developing intervention models that are both contextually and 



politically sensitive. This effort led to the development of a contextually sensitive 
mode of intervention that was termed the “Blocking Her Exclusion” model (Social 
Service Review, 2000). In addition, I developed a model now known as “The 
Dialogue Tent” to help women voice their experiences and support them in 
searching for coping strategies (Social Service Review, 2001). My interest in 
developing anti-oppressive social work and prevention strategies has led me to 
collaborate with a colleague from Birzeit University to develop an analytical 
model that would provide a better understanding of mental health in collective 
societies (Clinical Psychology Review, 1999). Our most recent studies examined 
mental health and political traumas, and examined the juxtaposition of women’s 
victimization and agency (Social Service Review, 2004; American Behavioral 
Scientists Journal, 2006; Social Service Review, 2011).  
 

In addition, I joined a group of researchers and traumatologists from Asia 
(including India and Ache’), Ireland, Mozambique, South Africa, and various Latin 
American countries to share my experience and further my knowledge on racism 
and anti-oppressive social work, as well as liberation psychology. I am also 
working with scholars such as Brandon Hamber from the University of Ulster, 
Northern Ireland and Brinton Lykes from the School of Education and Psychology 
at Boston College (Intervention, 2014).  Furthermore, I worked closely with my 
colleagues at the Hebrew University, mainly Prof. Dorit Roer-Strier and Prof. 
Daphna Golan on anti-oppressive action oriented research projects.  The first 
action/research examined the attack on home, and resulted in two Ph.D 
dissertations, and four master theses, in addition to an academic journal article 
(Qualitative Social Work, in press).  The second intervention research was 
conducted with the Academy-community partnership with Prof. Daphna Golan, 
involved major universities and colleges in Israel, and resulted in numerous 
conferences, seminars, and academic publications (Journal of Peace Education, 
2014, book chapter, in press). These experiences have helped strengthen my 
knowledge of critical analyses, interventions in hate crimes, and liberation 
psychology to inform my recent research interest in understanding the politics 
and psychology of fear.  
 
I am currently working on four main research projects: 

 
1. Internet Crime and Vulnerable Social Groups: Exploring gender, race and 

class, cyber spaces, and internet crimes in conflict areas from a feminist and 
critical race perspective will allow me to understand power relations and 
justice/injustice when questioning whether the internet is a tool of 
oppression, emancipation, or further implements racialized control against 
vulnerable groups 

2. Women’s Access to Justice:  This study will focus on analyzing the effect of 
the politics of exclusion and other structural and militarized factors on 
crimes against women in Palestinian society. It aims to analyze the way in 
which women’s sexuality and bodily safety is constructed and constituted 
through colonial, neo-colonial, and racialized contexts. The study will look 



precisely at the way the instability of social institutions in conflict zones 
(legal, health, economic, and social) affects the politics of exclusion of 
various social groups, and in turn shapes the landscape of crimes against 
women.  

3. Childhood, Crime, and Settler Colonialism:  This is a new book project that is 
based on an interdisciplinary study on children and childhood in settler 
colonial contexts, with a primary focus on the issue of Stolen Childhood in 
the U.S., Australia, Canada and Israel/Palestine. 

4. Religious Claims, Nationalism and Human Suffering: This is a project co-
organized with the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy.  It seeks to 
examine the causes and conditions in which religion, or perhaps more 
accurately religious claims, become fused with nationalism in certain 
contexts, and the effects of this fusion on the legitimation of violence and 
dynamics of conflict. Our hope is to examine various case studies, and 
comparatively explore the dynamics of the fusion between nationalism and 
religion in order to deepen understanding of the diverse nature of these 
processes:  In which contexts does such a fusion emerge?  Within what types 
of conflict and at what stages? Why does such a fusion emerge with such 
intensity in some conflicts and not others?  The project shares knowledge 
from various case studies including South African, Ireland, Israel, Palestine, 
India, Sri Lanka and the former Yugoslavia.  

5. Religion in the Global Framing of Violence Against Women:  This is a 
comparative project that looks at the complex matrix of power combating 
gender based violence and violence against women.  The aim is to open up a 
critical global conversation among scholars and practitioners about which 
phenomenon or event fall under the rubric of VAW or GBV in different 
regions and specifically how, why or where religious traditions and 
institutions figure as explanation or solution. 
 

 
To stay faithful to my critical analyses, I work in various forms and from different 
angles to promote a constructive dialogue between the fields of criminology, anti-
oppressive social work, and law and society.  In the future I will continue to support 
and encourage young scholars from underrepresented communities, and help them 
develop the research skills to conduct studies that might serve their communities, 
allow them/us to learn from the voices of the silenced, and contribute to scholarly 
dialogue that promotes the betterment of society.     
 


